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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

June,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied  for  memDership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2332  Colin  Narbeth,  6 Hall  Place  Gardens,  St.  Albens,  Herts  All  3SP, 
United  Kingdom  --  (Dealer  in  World  Banknotes) 

★★★★★ 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

John  S.  Davenport 

JG98.DavJ:1990:TDSH 
DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S. 

The  talers  of  the  dukes  of  Schleswig-Holstein  1523-1808 
Pub.  1990,  91pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

JM50.ZanR:1990:REND 
ZANDER,  RANDOLPH 

Russian -English  Numismatic  Dictionary 
Pub.  1990,  96pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Hugh  Saum  for 
his  monetary  gift  to  the  Library  and  John  Ross  for  his  donation  of  num- 
ismatic material. 

III.  The  Library  is  delighted  to  have  received  a copy  of  Ran  Zander's 
Russian-English  Numismatic  Dictionary.  Presuming  that  it  is  being  re- 
viewed elsewhere  in  this,  or  the  next,  BULLETIN,  we  will  not  comnent 
further  other  than  to  mention  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  an  excellent 
reference  and  will  make  a welcomed  addition  to  the  library  of  any  col- 
lector of  Russian  coins. 

IV.  We  should  also  comment  on  John  Davenport's  latest  work  on  the 
talers  of  the  Dukes  of  Schleswig-Holstein.  Crown  collectors  will  be 
happy  to  learn  that  "retirement"  has  not  lessened  his  interest,  nor 
his  ability,  to  continue  to  produce  worthwhile  references  in  this  very 
impressive  field  of  numismatics.  Crown  sized  coins  as  a general  rule 
are  works  of  art.  The  older  issues  no  less  so  than  the  modern  and  all 
collectors  of  this  size  coinage  should  find  John  Davenport's  many  ref- 
erences worth  perusing. 

V.  The  Library  has  lost  its  copy  of  John  A.  Novak's  A working  aid  for 
collectors  of  machine-made  (struck)  Chinese  coins.  This  was  from  his 
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Cash  on  the  Line  Series  #60.  If  any  one  has  a copy  they  would  part 
with,  or  sell,  we  would  be  grateful  for  either  chance  to  obtain  a re- 
placement. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 


EDITORIAL 


Fved  Drost  resigns  as  Article  Editor  due  to  reasons  of  health 

For  some  time  it  has  been  a problem  for  our  Article  Editor,  Fred  Drost, 
to  continue  his  duties  in  a timely  manner.  As  all  of  you  know  that  have 
corresponded  with  Fred,  he  has  had  periodic  health  problems  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  wheel -chair  bound.  Since  a lot  of  the  material  he  has 
been  working  on  has  become  over  a year  old,  causing  justified  complaints 
from  the  authors,  it  was  felt  that  he  should  resign  his  duties  as  the 
NI  bulletin's  Article  Editor. 

This  resignation  will  put  a strain  on  the  capacity  of  your  editor  to 
get  all  of  the  back-log  material  printer-ready  and  in  print  quickly, 
but  you  can  be  assured  the  older  material  will  be  given  top  priority. 

I ask  that  you  bear  with  me  for  a short  period  and  I will  be  in  corre- 
spondence with  each  of  you  as  quickly  as  I receive  the  material  from 
Fred,  or  second  copies  from  the  authors  themselves.  Regarding  this, 
if  you  have  sent  material  to  Fred  in  the  past  that  has  not  been  printed, 
please  write  direct  to  me  giving  the  details  and,  if  possible,  send  me 
a second  copy  of  the  articles,  photos,  etc.  This  is  very  important. 

I look  forward  to  working  with  all  of  you,  but  must  have  your  cooperation 
in  getting  copies  of  your  material,  or  details  as  to  what  I need  to  do 
to  get  your  articles  in  print. 

I would  like  to  thank  Fred  Drost  for  his  devoted,  unselfish,  friendly 
cooperation  in  assisting  me  in  the  publication  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  dur- 
ing the  past  nine  years  plus.  At  many  times  it  would  have  been  very 
difficult  to  have  gotten  the  job  done  without  his  assistance.  We  hope 
that  Fred's  health  problems  will  see  remarkable  improvement,  especially 
now  that  he  does  not  have  the  stress  of  his  work  with  myself  and  MI. 

The  work  of  getting  our  monthly  publication  out  on  a timely  basis  is 
more  than  a one-person  job.  If  there  are  any  members  out  there  who 
would  like  to  work  with  me  as  assistant  editors,  I would  be  most  pleased 
to  hear  direct  from  you.  I can  outline  the  areas  where  I need  assist- 
ance and  give  you  the  necessary  guidelines  in  how  best  to  get  the  job 
done.  Let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 


*********************************************************************** 


DO  YOU  KNOW?  That  Venezuela's  1876  2-1/2  Centavos  coins  were  the  first 
coinage  executed  byaU.S.  mint  for  a foreign  government. 

(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel ) 
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THF  STACKED  CASTING  METHOD  IN  CHINA'S  HSIN  DYNASTY 


Tom  Keener j Alexandria y Virginia,  NI  if  120? 

At  least  some  of  the  more  unusual  coins  in  China's  history  were  pro- 
duced using  stacked  molds  instead  of  the  more  familiar  coin  tree  pro- 
cess. They  were  the  500  cash,  which  more  resemble  a key  blank  than 
the  familiar  cash  coin.  They  were  issued  by  the  emperor  Wang  Mang 
(7-22AD),  who  usurped  power  usinq  his  capacity  as  regent  during  the 
Western,  or  Former,  Han  Dynasty  (206BC  - 6AD).  Wang  Mang,  the  nephew 
of  the  wife  of  the  Han  emperor  Ch'eng  Ti  (32-7BC),  was  elevated  to  a 
position  of  authority  along  with  many  other  members  of  the  wife's 
family  in  the  Han  capital  of  Ch'ang  An.  After  a brief  retirement,  he 
conspired  with  his  aunt  and  returned  to  power  when  his  son-in-law, 
the  Han  emperor  P'ing  Ti  (1-5AD),  was  placed  on  the  throne.  Wang 
Mang  poisoned  P'ing  Ti  on  new  year's  day  in  5AD  and  became  the  assis- 
tant emperor  to  the  young  replacement,  a child  of  two.  Two  years 
later,  Wang  Mang  became  the  full  emperor. 

Declaring  himself  Emperor  of  a new  dynasty,  the  Hsin  (which  actually 
translates  to  "new"),  he  quickly  introduced  reforms  based  on  historic 
models.  These  included  not  only  abolishing  slavery  and  land  reform, 
but  also  the  introduction  of  both  income  taxes  and  price  controls, 
policies  which  had  been  discarded  long  ago  and  mainly  served  to  unite 
the  upper  classes  against  him.  Not  only  did  his  reforms  encompass  old 
laws  and  institutions,  however,  but  also  included  a return  to  older 
coinage  styles. 

One  style  of  his  new  coinage  was  based  on  the  discontinued  sword 
(knife)  money.  The  appearance  of  the  new  coinage  was  broadly  similar 
to  the  knife  coins,  but  was  modified  to  a point  somewhere  between  art 
deco  and  abstract.  Two  denominations  of  this  new  knife  coin  existed. 
One  is  catalogued  by  Fredrik  Schjoth  in  CHINESE  CURRENCY  as  S-119. 

It  was  inlaid  with  gold  (called  "tso"  which  means  ornamented)  and  had 
the  denomination,  5,000  cash,  in  characters  on  the  blade.  The  other, 
catalogued  as  S-116  and  called  a Ch'i  knife  (translation  of  the  two 
characters  on  its  cash-coin-like  handle),  was  made  of  simple  copper 
and  had  the  denomination  500  cash  on  the  blade.  Both  were  introduced 
in  7AD  and  withdrawn  in  lOAD,  with  each  now  quite  scarce  as  a result. 

Even  in  7AD  the  coin  casting  process  employed  several  methods.  Most 
readers  are  familiar  with  so-called  cash  trees,  which  have  a number 
of  cash  coins  attached  on  "stems"  to  a central  core.  "Mother"  or 
"seed"  coins  made  from  oronze,  copper,  or  even  stone  were  pressed 
into  a flat  mold  matrix,  which  hardened  to  form  the  impression  into 
which  the  molten  metal  was  to  be  poured.  Once  cast,  the  coins  were 
broken  from  the  branches,  smoothed  with  a scraping  tool,  if  necessary, 
and  issued  for  circulation.  The  stems  and  cores  resulting  from  the 
molten  metal  cooling  and  solidifying  in  the  gutters  were  remelted. 

Less  common,  and  probably  less  familiar  to  readers,  was  a stacked  mold 
process.  Production  of  the  Hsin  Dynasty's  S-116  (Chi  knife,  value 
500  and  noted  above),  the  S-120  (Ta  Chuan  Wu  Shih,  value  50,  introduc- 
ed in  7AD),  the  S-145  (Ta  Pu  spade,  value  1,000,  issued  in  14AD),  as 
well  as  the  S-257  (Wu  Shu  issued  from  lOOBC  - 600AD)  are  known  to  have 
used  the  stacked  mold  process  in  addition  to  the  cash  tree  process. 
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Figure  1 

S-116  (Chi  knife^  value  500) 


Figure  2 

S-120  (Ta  Chuan  Wu  Shih,  value  50) 
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Figure  3 

S-145  (Ta  Pu  spade,  value  1,000) 

^ The  stacked  mold  process  uses  a "mother  mold"  instead  of  individual 

mother  or  seed  coins  as  in  the  cash  tree  process.  Two  types  of  mother 
mold  are  known.  One  is  a single  mother  mold  which  contains  either  one 
or  two  positive  images  of  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  An  article  by 
Wang  Zong-fa  in  China  Nimismatics  ("Discussion  of  the  shapes  of  cur- 
rency (molds)  with  reverse  in  Wang  Mang's  Hsin  Dynasty",  1987,  volume 
1,  pages  58-60,  in  Chinese)  discusses  this  style  and  provides  rubbings 
of  molds  used  to  produce  S-116,  S-120  and  S-145  (see  Figures  1,  2,  3). 
The  other  type  of  mother  mold  actually  requires  two  molds,  one  with 
obverse  positive  images  and  the  other  with  reverse  positive  images. 
These  were  used  to  manufacture  paired  casting  molds. 


The  single  mold  process  uses  a bronze  mother  mold  shaped  like  a shal- 
low saucer,  an  example  shown  in  the  photograph  (see  Figures  4 & 5 on 
next  page),  to  create  the  casting  molds.  One  mother  mold  would  be 
used  to  make  a large  number  of  casting  molds.  Within  the  saucer  is 
seen  a positive  image  of  the  obverse  of  S-116  and  a positive  image  of 
the  reverse  of  S-116.  The  two  are  connected  with  four  gutters  which 
carry  the  molten  metal  to  the  impressions.  In  the  center,  where  the 
gutters  cross,  is  a circular  gutter.  This  is  used  in  one  of  two  ways, 
as  will  be  explained  later.  Instead  of  having  the  mold  pressed  into 
the  wet  matrix  material,  as  is  the  case  with  ini  dividual  coins  in  the 
cash  tree  process,  the  wet  matrix  material  is  packed  into  the  dished 
side  of  the  mold,  smoothed  level  across  the  top,  and  allowed  to  harden 
into  casting  molds.  An  alignment  guide  is  at  the  top  inside  edge  of 
the  mold,  visible  as  an  indentation,  which  is  intended  to  preclude 
the  accidental  180  degree  rotation  of  the  casting  molds  with  the  re- 
sultant waste . 


127 


Figure  4 
Hsin  Dynasty 

Top  of  S-116  Mother  Mold 
Characters  writeen  in 
classical  Chinese  style 
on  top  of  mold.  Char- 
acters are  TA  CH^IEN  LI 
WAN. 


Figure  5 
Hsin  Dynasty 

Inside  of  S-116  Mother  Mold 
Inside  "saucer"  showing  S-116 
500  Cash  obverse  and  reverse 
connected  by  "gutters " 


Casting  molds  would  be  stacked  into  some  sort  of  vertical  holding 
device.  The  bottom  casting  mold  would  have  its  circular  gutter  left 
intact,  while  all  those  casting  molds  stacked  above  it  would  have  the 
circular  gutter  drilled  or  punched  out.  Using  the  alignment  guide, 
the  molds  would  be  paired  up  face  to  face  and  stacked  back  to  back. 


Figure  6 
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Once  the  proper  height  was  reached,  molten  metal  would  be  poured  into 
the  circular  center  hole  using  some  form  of  funnel  and  fill  the  coin 
cavities  and  gutters  (see  Figure  6).  When  the  metal  cooled,  the  coins 
would  be  removed,  shaped  if  necessary,  and  circulated. 

The  stacked  mold  process  had  a number  of  disadvantages.  As  Wang 
Zong-fa  noted  in  his  China  Numismatics  article,  referring  specifically 
to  the  Ch'i  knife  (S-116),  the  stacked  mold  process  didn't  always  re- 
sult in  neat  and  tidy  coins  as  mistakes  in  stacking  and  mold  alignment 
could  result  in  defective  coins.  Other  problems  existed  as  well.  The 
casting  molds  used  in  the  single  mold  process  would  have  to  be  made 
from  the  same  mother  mold,  while  those  used  in  the  two-mold  process 
would  have  to  be  from  a paired  set.  Different  mother  molds  would  have 
slightly  different  internal  dimension,  gutter  placements,  and  the  like 
which  could  result  in  wastage.  Consequently,  production  rates  would 
be  slower  than  the  money  tree  method  as  individual  two-coin  or  four- 
coin  casting  molds  would  have  to  dry,  tying  up  the  mother  mold,  whereas 
the  money  tree  method  could  have  a single  casting  mold  for  greater 
numbers  of  coins  drying  at  the  same  time. 

The  effort  expended  in  removing  coins  from  the  stacked  mold  process 
would  be  much  greater  than  the  money  tree  process.  The  money  tree 
process  would  result  in  a product  easily  lifted  as  a single  unit  from 
the  casting  mold,  ready  for  final  processing.  In  the  case  of  the 
stacked  mold  process,  however,  once  the  metal  had  cooled  and  hardened, 
the  plane  of  the  coins  is  perpendicular  to  the  direction  of  the  central 
core.  This  holds  the  (now  useless)  casting  mold  material  in  place  and 
requires  that  it  be  physically  removed  in  order  to  free  the  coins. 

The  stacked  mold  process  probably  did  not  last  long.  Pieces  of  clay 
mother  molds  for  S-116  500  cash,  which  would  have  been  used  to  produce 
money  trees,  were  noted  in  the  February,  1988  Spink-Taisei  auction  in 
Singapore.  This  indicates  the  money  tree  process  was  used  for  S-116 
even  though  the  issue  was  only  three  years.  Indeed,  the  stacked  mold 
process  is  so  unwieldy  that  it  would  almost  appear  to  have  not  been 
the  preferred  way  for  mass  producing  the  various  coins  noted  above. 

Was  it  an  alternative  method  introduced  (and  quickly  discarded)  by  Wang 
Mang  because  it  had  been  referenced  in  historical  times?  Could  it  have 
been  the  mother  molds  for  the  stacked  mold  process  were  given  to  Wang 
Mang's  loyal  supporters  to  gain  favor  or  as  rewards  for  their  support? 
Information  on  the  reasoning  was  not  discovered  in  the  research  for 
this  article. 

EPILOGUE:  Wang  Mang  noc  only  caused  misery  through  excessive  taxation 

and  bad  laws  but  also  had  to  contend  with  external  aggression  as  well 
as  natural  disasters,  severe  famine  and  internal  unrest  in  many  locations 
in  the  empire.  These  combined  to  bring  about  his  downfall  in  22AD  and 
execution  in  23AD.  One  rebel  group,  the  "Red  Eyebrows,"  pushed  for 
power  from  their  base  in  Shantung  Province  and  captured  the  Imperial 
City  of  Ch'ang  An.  By  that  time,  however,  a successor  Han  Dynasty  had 
been  established  in  Lo  Yang,  a city  60  miles  to  the  east  of  Ch'ang  An. 
The  new  dynasty  was  called  the  Eastern  Han  Dynasty  (25  - 221AD).  The 
brief  existence  of  Wang  Mang's  Hsin  Dynasty,  together  with  a 60-mile 
separation  of  capital  cities,  explains  why  there  is  an  Western  and  an 
Eastern  Han  Dynasty  in  China's  history. 

**★***★★'*•***★★***■*■**★★★*★*★***'*•★***■*•*****★*■*■***★★********★******★**★*** 
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AMIRS  OF  NIMROZ 


R.  J.  Hebert j Rockville,  Maryland 

Nimroz  is  a velayet  (province)  in  southwestern  Afghanistan,  with  its 
capital  at  Zaranj.  Bounded  by  Pakistan  on  the  south,  Iran  on  the  west, 
and  the  Afghan  provinces  of  Farah  on  the  north  and  Helman  on  the  east, 
NTmr5z  consists  essentially  of  the  flat  Khash  Desert,  crossed  by  the 
Helmand,  Farah,  Khash,  and  Harut  rivers,  all  of  which  empty  into  the 
Seistan  swamps  on  the  Iranian  border  (see  Map  1). 


Map  1:  The  Zahedan-Zabol  regions 

Three  of  these  place  names,  Nimrdz,  (MadTnat)  Zaranj,  and  Sijistan 
(Seistan)  have  been  used  as  mint  signatures  in  the  past.  Apparently 
all  refer  to  an  early  capital  of  Seistan  province. 

The  mint  signatures  SIZAJTA(N)  (Walker  no.  51,  51a),  SK  (Walker  no. 

52,  52a,  52b,  52c  and  52d),  and  ZR  (Walker  no.  57),  are  known  for  the 
Arab-Sasanid  period,  and  seem  to  refer  to  Sijistan  and  Zaranj^  respect- 
ively. Both  the  mint  signatures  (MadTnat)  Zaranj  and  Sijistan  are 
known  for  Umaiyad,  Abbasid,  Saffarid,  Governors  of  Seistan  (Later 
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Saffarids),  and  Ghaznevid  coinage. 

NTmr5z  (=Noon,  South)  is  another  name  for  the  province  Sei stan  and  its 
capital.  Coins  with  the  mint  signature  NimrOz  are  known  for  coinage 
of  the  Mongol  Great  Khans,  the  Ilkhanids,  the  Amirs  of  NTmr5z  (Late 
Saffarids),  and  the  Saffavids. 

It  is  primarily  with  the  coinage  of  the  Amirs  of  NTmrSz  that  we  will 
concern  ourselves  here.  Zambaur2  lists  the  following  dates:  768,  772, 

782,  828,  836,  and  885  for  this  series.  Rodgers^  describes  an  addition- 
al two  pieces,  both  silver,  dated  761  and  808.  Mitchiner^  has  pieces 
for  742  and  745. 

5 

Some  authorities  believe  that  the  ruins  of  Deh  Zahedan--spread  over  an 
area  of  some  20  ki 1 ometers--east  and  southeast  of  Bibi  Dost  (see  Map  2) 
are  the  site  of  ancient  Zaranj.  Zaranj  was  destroyed  by  Tamerlane  and 
his  successors. 


Map  2:  Line  drawing  of  the  Bibi  Dost  area. 

The  ruins  incorporate  a number  of  walled  forts,  a citadel,  a great 
gateway  and  mosque,  and  a few  kilometers  northwest,  at  Nil-i  Kasimabad, 
vestigial  traces  of  a minaret  giving  the  names  of  Malik(king)  Taj 
ad-DTn  (AD  1103-1164),  the  name  of  his  grandson,  Malik  Taj  ad-Dfn  Harb 
(AD  1167-1215)  (see  Table  I),  together  with  the  date  of  construction, 

AD  1199. 
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253/867 

Ya'qub  b.  Layth  a^-Saffar 

265/879 

'Amr  b.  Layth 

288/901 

Tahir  b.  Muhammad  b.  'Amr 

296/908 

Layth  b.  'AlT 

298/910 

Muhammad  b.  'AlT 

298/911 

F-irst  Sammid  occupation,  and  usurpations 
of  Kuthayyir  b.  Ahmad  and  Ahmad  b. 

Qudam 

299/912 

'Amr  b.  Ya'qub  b.  Muhammad  b.  'Amr 

300/913 

Second  Sdmdnid  occupation 

310/922 

Ahmad  b._Muhammad  b.  Khalaf  b.  Layth 
b.  'Ali  (originally  appointed  governor 
for  the  Samanids) 

352/963 

WalT-ad-Dawla  Khalaf  b.  Atimad 

393/1003 

Ghaznavid  occupation 

7 

Tahir  b.  Khalaf,  governor  under 

Ghaznavid  suzerainty  in  the  early  part 
of  Mahmud  of  Ghazna's  reign 

420/1029 

Nasr  b.  Ahmad,  under  Ghaznavid 

suzerainty  in  the  reigns  of  Mas'ud  and 
Mawdud,  then  after  440/1048  under 
Seljuq  suzerainty 

465/1073 

Baha'-ad-Dawl a Tahir  b.  Nasr 

482/1090 

BahJ-ad-Dawla  Khalaf  b.  Nasr 

after  496/1103 

Taj-ad-DTn  Nasr  b.  ? Khalaf 

559/1164 

Shams-ad-OTn  Ahmad  or  Muhammad 

562/1167 

Taj-ad-DTn  barb 

612/1215 

Shams-ad-DTn  Bahram  Shah 

618/1221 

Taj-ad-DTn  Nasr 

618/1221 

Mongol  invasion:  subsequent  Saffarids 

under  Mongol  suzerainty 

618/1221 

Rukn-ad-DTn  Abu-Mansur 

619/1222 

Shi hab-ad-DTn  Mahmud 

622/1225 

'Ali 

626/1229 

Shams-ad-DTn  'AlT 

652/1254 

Nasr-ad-DTn_ 

728/1328 

Nusrat-ad-DTn 

731/1331 

Qutb-ad-DTn  Muhammad 

747/1346 

Taj-ad-DTn  I 

751/1350 

Mahmud 

763/1362 

' Izz-ad-Din 

784/1382 

Qu^b-ad-DTn  I 

788/1386 

Taj-ad-DTn  II 

805/1403 

Qutb-ad-DTn  II 

822/1419 

Shams-ad-DTn 

842/1438 

Nizam-ad-DTn-Yahya 

885-7/1480-? 

Shams-ad-DTn  Muhammad 

Table  I:  Saffarids,  Later  Saffarids,  and  Late  Saffarids 

of  Seistan  (after  Boxworth,  pp. 103-104) 


The  National  Numismatic  Collection  (Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington, 
D.C.)  has  four  silver  tankahs  (Timurid  standard  5.1  grams  of  Shah  Rukh), 
one  dated  JumadT  al-Awwal  724  (5.191  g.),  one  x2x  (4.774  g.),  one  7xx 
(4.733  g.),  and  the  last  Ramadan  xxx  (4.854  g.),  all  with  mint  signa- 
ture NTmruz,  and  all  of  al-Shah  al-^Azzam  Nusrat  al -Dunya  wa  al-OTn 
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Muhammad  bin  Muhammad  bin  Abu  1-Fatb,  Bosworth's  Nu^rat  ad-Din  (AD  1328- 
13^1  ).^  The  dke  JumadT  al-Awwal  724  is  equivalent  to  April,  May  1324. 


Reverse 


«£)U 


"r^-o 


Obverse  (Enlarged) 
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Reverse  (Enlarged) 

Where  Mitchiner's  pieces  have  the  legend  al-Sultan  al-^Adi1  Qutb 

al -Dunya  wa  al-DTn,  these  of  his  immediate  predecessor  have  al-Shah 

al-^Azzam  al -Dunya  wa  al-Dfn  Muhammad  bin  Muhammad  bin  Abu  1-Fath. 

One  does  not  normally  see  pieces  in  as  superb  condition  as  the  piece 

i 1 1 ustrated. 

Footnotes: 

1.  Frye  (p.  47)  tells  us  that  "the  lower  course  of  the  Helmand  River 
and  the  Hamun  lake  was  occupied  by  the  Zranga  (Old  Persian 
Z(a)ra(n)ka,  with  local  z-  for  Old  Persian  d-),  which  name  has 
been  explained  as  'sea  land'  by  many  scholars,  unsuccessfully," 
he  thinks.  The  name  Zaranj  = Zarang  survived  into  Islamic  times 
as  the  name  of  the  capital  city  of  the  country. 

2.  Zambaur,  p.  262. 

3.  Rodgers,  JASB^  LVX,  p.  226,  "Coins  of  NTmroz". 

4.  Mitchiner,  nos.  1863-1864. 

5.  Nad-i  Ali  across  the  border  in  Afghanistan,  excavated  by  Prof. 
Ghirshman  in  the  1930's,  was  also  thought  to  be  the  site  of  Zaranj. 

6.  Several  years  ago,  Stephen  Album  ascribed  these  pieces  to  the 
Mi  hrbani ds . 

***************** ************ ***************************************** 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutoher>y  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 

No.  60  - ISAAC  COMNENUS,  USURPER  IN  CYPRUS  (1184-1191) 

Isaac  Comnenus  was  the  grandson  of  the  Sebastoci ator  Isaac,  the  third 
son  of  the  Emperor  John  II.  When  Andronicus  I came  to  power  in  1183, 
Isaac  was  a captive  of  the  Knights  Templars,  as  he  had  been  sold  to 
them  by  the  Armenians,  who  had  captured  him  in  Cilicia.  Andronicus 
ransomed  the  young  Isaac  and  sent  him  back  to  Cilicia  with  enough  money 
and  instructions  to  raise  a small  army.  But,  instead  of  using  the 
money  as  he  had  been  instructed,  Isaac  sailed  to  Cyprus  and  there  he 
presented  the  authorities  with  a forged  letter  of  appointment  as 
governor.  Once  he  had  been  accepted  in  this  grand  position,  Isaac  pro- 
claimed himself  Emperor  and  he  held  that  position  and  the  whole  island 
of  Cyprus  until  he  was  deposed  by  Richard  I Coeur-de-1 ion  (the  Lion- 
heart)  of  England,  during  the  course  of  the  Third  Crusade  in  1191. 

Isaac  was  imprisoned  by  Richard  and  the  important  island  of  Cyprus  was 
never  again  recovered  by  the  Byzantine  Empire,  as  Richard  gave  the 
island  to  Guy  de  Lusignan. 


The  Coinage 


Electrum  Aspron  Trachy 
Main  Mint  (Nicosia) 


Obverse  - Mf  ^ in  field.  The  nimbate  Virgin  is  seated  on  a 
throne  without  a back  and  is  holding  the  beardless, 
nimbate  head  of  Christ. 


Reverse 


I A 
CA  €C 
AKI  n 
OC 


or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the 
emperor  holding  a scepter  cruciger  in  his 
right  hand  and  an  anexikakia  in  his  left. 


Billon  Aspron  Trachy 


Main  Mint  (Nicosia)  - Type  A 


Obverse  - All  as  on  the  obverse  of  the  electrum  aspron  trachy. 

Reverse  - (^  - or  variant.  Full-length  figures  of  the 

ID  emperor  on  the  left,  and  of  St.  George, 
ICAAKIOC  p bearded  and  nimbate,  on  the  right.  They 
I hold  between  them  a patriarchal  cross  on  a 
O long  shaft.  The  emperor  holds  an  anexikakia 
c 
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in  his  right  hand  and  St.  George  holds  a sword  in  his 
left. 


Type  A 


Type  B 


Main  Mint 

(Nicosia)  - 

Obverse 

1C 

XC 

06 

Ny 

MM 

HA 

A 

Reverse 

1 

A 

CA 

6 

AKI 

C 

OC 

no 

TH 

C 


Type  B 

- or  variant.  A beardless,  nimbate  bust  of 
Christ  Emanuel  holding  a scroll  in  his  left 
hand 

- or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the 
emperor  holding  a scepter  cruciger  in  his 
right  hand  and  an  anexikakia  in  his  left. 
The  Manue  Dei  is  in  the  upper  right  field. 


Secondary  Mint 


Obverse  - W ^ in  field.  A full-length  figure  of  the  nimbate 
Vi rgin. 

Reverse  - | a€C  " variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the 

CA  no  emperor  standing  on  a dais.  He  holds  in  his 
Al^  TH  right  hand  a cross  on  a long  shaft  and  a globus 
^ cruciger  in  his  left.  The  Manue  Dei  is  in  the 
upper  right  field. 


AE  Tetarteron 


Main  Mint  (Nicosia)  - Type  A 

Obverse  - MT>  Sv  in  field.  A bust  of  the  nimbate  Virgin. 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  A€C  - or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  hold- 
ing a scepter  cruciger  in  his  right  hand  and  a globus 
cruciger  in  his  left. 
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Type  A 

Main  Mint  (Nicosia)  - Type  B 


Type  B 


Obverse  - I'C  ^ in  field.  A bust  of  the  bearded  and  nimbate 
+ + Christ  with  his  right  hand  raised  in  benedic- 

tion and  holding  the  Gospels  in  his  left. 


Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  Aec  - or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor 

holding  in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger.  The  left 
hand  is  obscure. 


Secondary  Mint 


Obverse  - ^ in  field.  A full-length  figure  of  the  nimbate 

Virgin  turned  to  the  right.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in  the 
upper  right  field. 


Reverse  - I 
CA 
AKI 
OC 


A€C  A full-length  figure  of  the  emperor  standing 
no  on  a dais.  He  holds  in  his  right  hand  a cross 
^ on  a long  shaft  and  in  his  left,  a globus 

cruciger.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper  right 
field. 


********************************************************************** 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"Written  evidence  like  the  Homeric  poems  agree  with  archaeology  in 
showing  that  merchandise  was  often  exchanged  against  metal  instruments, 
which  were  either  of  given  weights  or  weight  at  the  time  of  sale.  The 
instruments  in  question  included  axes,  anchors,  cauldrons,  tripods, 
and  spits.  Sheets  of  bronze,  or  lumps  of  iron  (Sparta)  were  used  for 
the  same  purpose;  and  other  peoples  employed  gold  and  silver  manufact- 
ured articles,  or  gold  leaf  of  any  weight  which  was  desired." 

Taken  from  p.  138,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 the  Ancient  World, 
by  Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Luciano  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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BYZANTINE  OR  BULGARIAN  SCYPHATES 


Samuel  Hughes 

The  least  popular  series  of  the  Byzantine  coinage  among  both  collectors 
and  dealers  alike  seems  to  be  the  scyphate  billon  issues  of  the  later 
Byzantine  empire.  These  curious  cup-shaped  coins'  have  been  left  for 
the  most  part  to  the  specialists  and  scholars. 

The  1987  revision  of  Sear's  Byzant'lne  Coins  and  Their  Values,  with  its 
addition  of  the  issues  of  the  Latin  rulers  of  Constantinople  and  expand- 
ed listings  of  the  Greek  splinter  empires  and  Palaeologian  coinages,  has 
at  last  provided  the  average  collector  with  a readily  available  compre- 
hensive listing  of  this  intriguing  series. 

The  most  common  billon  scyphate  issues  (technically  the  denomination  is 
Billon  Aspron  Trachy)  encountered  by  the  collector  are  those  of  the 
Comnenian  rulers  of  the  late  twelfth  century;  Manuel  I (1143-1180), 

Isaac  II  (1185-1195),  and  Alexius  III  (1195-1203). 

Examples  of  some  of  these  issues,  particularly  those  of  Alexius  III, 
can  be  quite  crude  in  style,  design,  and  strike.  Unless  the  average 
collector  has  access  to  Hendy's  Coinage  and  Money  in  the  Byzantine  Em- 
pire 1081-1261,  or  some  of  the  more  scholarly  numismatic  journals,  he 
may  not  be  aware  that  some  of  the  cruder  looking  examples  of  the  late 
twelfth  century  scyphates  are  actually  imitative  issues  of  the  Asenid 
Tsars  of  Bulgaria  rather  than  Byzantine  issues.  While  these  coins  oc- 
casionally appear  on  dealers  lists,  this  writer  has  found  them  freq- 
uently among  unidentified  scyphates  offered  at  moderate  and  sometimes 
very  inexpensive  prices. 

Hendy  lists  four  basic  types  of  Bulgarian  coins  often  confused  with 
Byzantine  issues.  Three  are  more  or  less  direct  copies  of  official 
Byzantine  types,  while  the  fourth  is  a named  Trachy  of  Tsar  Ivan  II, 

Asen  (1218-1241). 

The  imitative  types  probably  date  from  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Isaac  II,  or  early  in  the  reign  of  Alexius  III  (ca.  1195).  Their  is- 
suance most  likely  came  to  an  end  when  Ivan  II  commenced  issuing  coins 
in  his  own  name.  They  were  probably  minted  in  Verroe  (Stara  Zagora). 

Since  additional  scholarship  is  required  to  verify  attribution  of  many 
of  the  early  13th  century  "Byzantine"  issues,  there  may  be  other  coins 
of  Bulgarian  origin  among  those  currently  attributed  to  the  Latin  rulers 
of  Constantinople.  In  fact  D.  M.  Metcalf,  in  his  Coinage  of  the  Cru- 
sales  and  Latin  East  considers  the  Latin  issues  listed  by  Hendy  as 
Types  "D"  through  "T"  (Sear  No.  2024-2040)  to  be  Bulgarian. 

The  Byzantine  prototypes  of  the  Bulgarian  imitative  issues  are;  Manuel's 
last  billon  scyphate  issue  (Sear  No.  1966:  obverse  Christ  enthroned,^ 

star  above  cushion  variety;  reverse  Emperor  crowned  by  Virgin);  Isaac's 
billon  issue  (Sear  No.  2003;  obverse  Virgin  enthroned;  reverse  Emperor 
standing  holding  scepter  and  akakia);  and  Alexius'  billon  issue  (Sear 
No.  2011/13;  obverse  bust  of  Christ;  reverse,  emperor  and  St.  Constan- 
tine standing  holding  scepters  and  a globus  cruciger).  Hendy  classifies 
the  corresponding  imitative  issues  as  types  "A",  "B",  and  "C",  respect- 
i vely . 
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Manuel 


Sear  1966 


Isaac  II,  Sear  200S,  Obverse  Alexius  III,  Sear  2011/13,  Obverse 

• 

The  Bulgarian  copies  can  be  differentiated  from  the  Byzantine  proto- 
types by  their  module  (usually  smaller  and  more  irregular),  style 
(cruder  and  more  linear),  and  strike  (cruder,  less  design/iegend 
struck  up).  Additionally,  the  Bulgarian  issues  do  not  always  follow 
the  precise  detail  of  the  official  designs.  For  example,  while  the 
loros  waists  of  Alexius  and  St.  Constantine  on  official  issues  of 
Alexius  III  always  differ  from  each  other  in  various  combinations  of 
designs,  the  waists  of  the  two  figures  on  the  Bulgarian  copies  are 
usually  the  same. 

Unlike  the  common  imitative  issues,  the  named  billon  scyphate  of  Ivan 
II  is  rare  and  appears  to  have  been  fashioned  after  the  contemporary 
issues  of  the  empire  of  Thessalonica  and  Nicaea  (compare  with  Sear  nos. 
2069  and  2158).  The  obverse  displays  the  bust  of  Christ  while  the 
reverse  pictures  Ivan  and  a Saint  in  military  garb  holding  a staff 
between  them  surmounted  by  a star. 

One  of  the  specialized  texts  should  be  consulted  for  a more  detailed 
description  of  these  coins.  However,  it  is  hoped  this  brief  overview 
will  help  to  familiarize  the  average  collector  with  the  Bulgarian 
issues  that  are  easily  confused  with  the  Byzantine  scyphate  series. 

★******★***★■*•*'*★*•*★■**■*'**★***★**★★***★★**★**■*•*★*★■*•★*★★★**★***■★***■**★***★ 

IDI  AMIN'S  COINS:  The  coup  that  toppled  Idi  Amin's  regime  also  scut- 

tled his  plans  to  have  the  Pobjoy  mint  produce  coins  for  him. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Members  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed 
in  this  section.) 

SEMANS  ANA  AUCTION  CATALOG  TO  BE  A MAJOR  REFERENCE  ON  CHINESE  MINORS 

The  Daniel  K.  E.  Ching  collection  of  Chinese  and  Far  Eastern  coins  will 
form  the  nucleus  of  a mailbid  and  floor  auction  to  take  place  in  Seattle 
on  August  25th  during  the  ANA  convention.  Daniel  Ching  has  collected 
Chinese  coins  since  1965  and  is  well  known  for  his  research  and  articles 
in  the  field.  The  strength  of  the  collection  is  in  the  struck  Chinese 
minors,  although  there  are  Chinese  "cash",  Japanese,  Korean,  and  other 
countries  represented.  Cataloguing  will  be  done  by  Bruce  W.  Smith, 
former  publisher  of  the  East  Asia  Journal^  who  recently  spent  a year 
doing  numismatic  research  in  China. 

This  is  the  first  major  auction  by  the  Semans  firm,  which  has  special- 
ized in  Asian  and  odd  & curious  monies  since  1968.  A deluxe-format 
catalogue  of  about  2000  lots  is  planned,  even  though  the  majority  of 
the  material  is  in  the  under-$200  catalogue  range.  Extensive  numismatic 
and  historical  notes  will  be  included  with  the  intention  of  producing 
a reference  work  of  lasting  value. 

Consignments  of  Oriental  and  Southeast  Asian  material  are  being  sought. 
Catalogs  and  prices  realized  are  available  at  $15  to  North  American 
addresses  and  $20  overseas.  Semans  can  be  contacted  at  P.  0.  Box  22849, 
Seattle,  WA  98122,  USA 

(Information  from  Scott  Semans) 

*************** ************************ ***★*★ ****** ***★■*  **★***★*★ ***★*★ 
THE  UNFINISHED  PATTERN 


During  the  Second  World  War  an  allied  coin  collector  who  was  in  Darm- 
stadt, the  capital  of  Hesse,  Germany,  obtained  an  unfinished  uniface 
silver  pattern  that  was  meant  for  a Double  Taler.  The  niece  is  shown 
here. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

BOLIVIAN  PROCLAMATION  COINAGE,  by  LTC  Davis  Burnett,  Jr.  Soft-cover, 
8^5"  X 5H",  86pp,  illus.  Latin  American  Press,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North, 
Virginia,  MN  55792.  May  be  ordered  from  the  publisher  or  from  Louis 
Hudson  Rare  Coins,  P.  0.  Box  5640,  Greensboro,  NC  27435.  $12.50  post- 

paid to  US  addresses. 

This  useful  book  consists  of  the  Acknowledgements  (p.  4);  a Preface 
(p.  5);  a brief  look  at  Bolivia  (p.  5);  Holesome  (sic)  Coins  (p.  7); 
an  explanation  of  the  Descriptions  system  (p.  7);  an  explanation  of 
the  Numbering  System  (p.  8);  Cross-References  (p.  8);  Coins  of  1825 
(p.  11)  through  to  Coins  of  1879  (p.  75);  followed  by  Coins  without 
dates  (p.  76);  a useful  Glossary  (p.  80);  a very  useful  Chronology  of 
Caudillso  (Military  rulers)  (p.  82);  and  a lengthy,  detailed  Biblio- 
graphy (p.  83). 

The  author,  who  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  (he 
is  an  instructor  in  Advanced  Spanish)  and  who  has  collected  for  more 
than  three  decades,  writes  that  Bolivia  is  "probably  one  of  the  least 
known  and  understood  of  all  the  nineteenth  century  republics  of  the 
Americas"  ...  and  "a  land  of  great  extremes."  I think  when  you  finish 
reading  his  book  you  will  agree  that  he  has  succeeded  in  teaching  you 
more  about  a 55  year  series  of  Bolivian  proclamation  pieces  extending 
from  1825  through  1879,  which  meet  all  the  physical  standards  for  legal 
tender  coinage  and  were  intended  to  be  coins,  than  you  knew  before. 

His  catalogue  consits  of  134  separate  types  of  the  proclamation  coins 
as  well  as  an  additional  148  varieties  thereof.  Many  if  not  most  of 
the  types  are  well  illustrated.  Quite  rightly  he  advises  us  that  "If 
I (Burnett)  have  found  new  types  and  varieties,  you  (the  reader)  are 
no  less  able  to  do  so." 

I wish  Col.  Burnett  much  luck  in  his  plans  to  write  a book  covering  the 
copper  coinage  of  South  American  and  with  his  continuing  Doctoral  level 
research  on  the  influence  of  Bolivar  on  Latin  American  Monetary  Legis- 
lation. 

May  I say  that  this  book  should  be  a must  for  coin  club  libraries  and 
especially  for  those  interested  in  South  American  numismatics  and 
monetary  history. 


Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hubert 


MODERN  SILVER  COINAGE  1988,  published  by  The  Silver  Institute.  71pp, 

Sk"  X 11",  soft  cover,  photocopy.  August,  1989,  The  Silver  Institute, 
1026  Sixteenth  Street  N.W.,  Suite  101,  Washington,  D.C.  20036.  $33.00 

US  postpaid. 

This  booklet  lists  by  country  all  silver  coins,  including  bullion  coins, 
produced  in  1988.  The  following  data  is  presented  for  each  issue  of 
silver  coins  for  each  country:  a description  of  both  sides  of  the 

coin,  name  of  the  mint,  diameter,  weight  in  grams,  percent  of  pure 
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silver  contained  in  each  coin,  troy  ounces  of  silver  per  coin,  number 
of  coins  struck  and  the  total  troy  ounces  of  silver  used  for  the  issue. 

In  1988,  81  countries  used  25,688,929  troy  ounces  of  pure  silver  to 
make  a total  of  329  different  issues  of  legal  tender  silver  coins. 

The  ten  largest  users  of  silver  for  coinage  in  1988  were:  United 

States  (9.2  million  ounces).  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  (5.2  million 
ounces),  France  (2.2  million  ounces),  Canada  (2  million  ounces),  Mexico 
(1.3  million  ounces),  Korea  (1.1  million  ounces).  The  Netherlands  (0.7 
million  ounces),  Austria  (0.6  million  ounces),  Poland  (0.5  million 
ounces),  and  Isle  of  Man  (0.5  million  ounces).  All  other  countries 
used  a total  of  2.4  million  ounces  of  silver. 

A table  in  the  booklet  shows  the  top  ten  users  of  pure  silver  in  coin- 
age issued  for  the  years  1979-1988. 

A listing  of  the  name  and  addresses  of  all  the  mints  producing  silver 
coins  in  1988  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  booklet. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  ARTS  OF  INDIA:  A REVIEW  ARTICLE 

Raymond  J.  Hebert 

There  are  a number  of  important  new  numismatic  and  other  publications 
that  have  recently  appeared  from  India  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readership.  Not  all  deal  with  Indian  numismatics,  e.g.,  one  of  Mon- 
golia money,  another  having  to  do  with  Iranian  numismatics,  etc.  Sev- 
eral reprints  are  included.  All  can  be  obtained  from  the  academic 
bookseller,  Vedam  Books,  12A/11  W.  E.  Area,  P.  0.  Box  2674,  New  Delhi- 
110  005,  India. 

1.  A Western  Himalayan  Kingdom:  History  and  Culture  of  the  Chamba 

State  (Collected  papers  of  the  seminar  held  at  Chamba  in  1983).  Edit- 
ed by  Vishwa  Chander  Ohri  and  Amar  Nath  Khanna.  New  Delhi:  Books  & 

Books  1989,  xvi , 226pp,  96  plates  (some  colored),  figs.,  $85.00. 

2.  Ajaya-Sri:  Recent  studies  in  Indology.  Agaya  Mitra  Shastri 

Felicitation  Volume.  Editor:  Devendra  Handa.  Delhi:  Sundeep  1989, 

2 V.,  xlix,  622pp,  216  plates,  32  figs.,  $250.00.  Includes:  31. 

"Early  Indian  coins  and  economic  history:  Trends  and  prospects",  by 

Krishnan  Mohan  Shrimali  ; 32.  "An  introduction  to  the  study  of  numis- 
matic epigraphy",  by  Bhaska  Chatterjee;  33.  "Numismatic  symbols  in 
rock  paintings",  by  V.  S.  Wakankar;  34.  "On  a numismatic  symbol: 
Nandipanda",  by  A.  L.  Srivastava;  35.  "Rajghat  sealings  and  their 
bearing  on  the  religious  history  of  Varanasi",  by  T.  P.  Verma;  36. 

"Some  rare  coins  of  Satavahana  dynasty",  by  D.  Raja  Reddy  & Suryan- 
arayana  Reddy;  37.  "Maharathi  coins:  their  chronology",  by  T.  V.  G. 

Sastri;  38.  "Salankayana  coins  from  Gantasala,  district  Krsna  (A.P.)", 
by  I.  K.  Sarma;  39.  "Gold  coins  of  Vigraharajadeva" , by  Prashant  P. 
Kulkarni ; 40.  "A  new  copper  coin  of  Iltutmish",  by  Lalman;  41.  "The 
silver  coinage  of  Ibrahim  Lodi  from  Chanderi  Mint  of  Malwa  Sultanate", 
by  S.  K.  Bhatt;  42.  "The  technique  of  minting  coinage  in  north-eastern 
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states  of  India",  by  R.  D.  Choudhary;  and  43.  "Rebel  king  Ramakanta 
(1769-70)  and  his  coinage",  by  Jai  Prakash  Singh. 

3.  An  Enayolopedia  of  Indian  Archaeology,  Edited  by  A.  Ghosh.  New 
Delhi;  Munshiram  Manoharlal  1989  2 v.,  1100  pp,  figs.,  plates,  $150.00 
the  set.  Includes  a section  on  coins,  seals  and  sealings. 

4.  Archaeology  and  history:  Essays  in  memory  of  Shri  A.  Ghosh. 

Edited  by  B.  M.  Pande  and  B.  D.  Chattopadhyaya . Delhi;  Agam  1987, 

Iv,  735  pp,  208  plates,  figs.,  $180.00  (the  set).  Includes;  41. 
"Perspectives  on  coins  of  early  medieval  Kashmir",  by  R.  G.  Singh. 

5.  Devadhaifna- -Studies  in  memory  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Sircar.  Edited  by 
Gouriswar  Bhattacharya.  Delhi;  Satguru  1986,  xv,  261  pp,  plates, 
$50.00.  Includes;  15.  "A  curious  Buddhist  seal  from  the  Ashmolean 
Museum",  by  Simon  Lawson;  and  18.  "An  Unpublished  document  of  Nepal 
and  its  bearing  on  the  coinage  of  Sikkim",  by  Pranab  Kumar  Bhatta- 
charyya. 

6.  Essays  on  evolution  of  Indian  art  and  culture:  Prof.  K.  D.  Bajpai 

Felicitation  Volume.  Edited  by  A.  M.  Shashtri , R.  K.  Sharma  and  Agam 
Prasad.  Delhi;  Agam,  1987,  2 vols.  xxviii,  406  pp,  plates,  figs., 
maps,  $120.00  set.  Includes;  6.  "A  terracotta  cylinder  seal  from 
Daimabad",  by  S.  A.  Sali;  8.  "On  a newly  acquired  Indus  seal  from 
Kalibangan",  by  S.  C.  Saran;  31.  "Numi smatography  of  repousse  gold 
coins",  by  L.  S.  Nigam;  32.  "Ancient  mints  in  Karnataka",  by  A.  V. 
Narasimha  Murthy;  64.  "Can  Kacha  of  the  Gupta  gold  coins  be  identified 
with  Bhasma  of  Aryamanjusrimul kulpa?" , by  Ashvini  Agrawal . 

7.  Giridharasri : Essays  on  Indology — Dr.  G.  S.  Dikshit  Felicitation 

Volume.  Edited  by  A.  V.  Narasimha  Murthy  and  K.  V.  Ramesh.  Delhi; 

Agam  1987,  320pp,  figs.,  tables,  31  plates,  $40.00.  Includes;  16. 

"A  problem  of  Western  Kshatrapa  numismatics;  The  name  of  Svami- 
Jivadaman's  son;  a reappri asal " , by  Ajay  Mitra  Shastri . 

8.  Historical  Archaeology  of  India:  A dialogue  between  Archaeologists 

and  Historians — Paper  presented  at  a seminar  held  by  the  Department 

of  Archaeology,  University  of  Calcutta  in  July  1988.  Edited  by  Amita 
Ray  & Samir  Mukherjee.  New  Delhi;  Books  & Books,  1990,  xi , 376  pp, 

49  plates,  $80.00.  See  IV.  "Technology  & Production".  19.  "What 
the  numismatist  expects  from  the  archaeologists",  by  A.  N.  Lahiri. 

9.  History  and  Archaeology:  Prof.  H.  D.  Sankalia  Felicitation  Volume. 

Advisor;  Prof.  K.  D.  Bajpai;  Editor;  Bhaskar  Chatterjee.  Delhi; 
Ramanand  1989  xviii,  416  pp.,  plates,  maps,  $75.00.  Includes  17; 
"Saka-Kshatrapa  coinage  (western  India);  a fresh  study",  by  Bhaskar 
Chatterjee;  18.  "On  an  unpublished  document  of  Nepal  and  its  bearing 

on  the  coinage  of  Sikkim",  by  P.  K.  Bhattacharya;  42.  "Jayantia  coins 
and  the  Koch  historical  tradition;  an  examination",  by  Jai  Prakash 
Singh;  43.  "The  Ahom  coins  and  their  remarkable  features",  by  A.  N. 
Lahiri;  44.  "Contribution  to  a die  study  of  Assamese  coins",  by  N.  G. 
Rhodes;  and  45.  "Numismatic  and  epi graphical  material  of  Devanimori 
stupa;  a review",  by  Nisar  Ahmad. 

(Editor;  Due  to  the  lengthy  listing  of  these  books,  over  50  listings, 
this  "THE  ARTS  OF  INDIA;  A REVIEW  ARTICLE"  will  be  continued  over  a 
period  of  several  issues.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Steven  Ferguson,  6212  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Bethesda,  MD  20816:  Looking 

to  purchase,  or  borrow,  a copy  of  Catalog  of  Moneys^  Trials  and  Pieforts 
of  Morocco^  by  M.  Muszynski  and  H.  Schweikert. 

Jack  Brigham,  2664  Egret  Lane,  Tallahassee,  FL  32312:  I want  to  purch- 

ase reasonably-priced  coins  from  Mongolia  and  from  the  Baltic  countries 
(Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania)  to  complete  my  type  collection  from  these 
countries.  Relevant  price  lists  or  offers  will  be  appreciated. 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  IH,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626:  The 

Dai  Dinh  Thong  Bao  (1139-1176)  cash-style  coin  with  Dinh  at  3 o'cl ock 
and  the  Thong  at  6 o'clock  instead  of  the  more  normal  vice  versa 
arrangement  and  with  the  regular  style  Bao  character  is  known  by  me 
only  by  the  drawings  at  Toda  10  and  Lacroix  11.  Does  anyone  know  of 
this  coin  for  sale,  or  know  of  photographs  or  rubbings  of  it  in  any 
other  references? 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  Attribution  Service  is  temporarily  suspended 

until  September,  1990,  due  to  an  unprecedented  backlog.  At  that  time 
new  rules  will  be  announced.  All  coins  that  have  been  received  up  to 
May  1,  1990  will  be  processed  as  soon  as  possible. 

NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION:  We  have  discontinued  printing  the  inventory 

of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  If  anyone  needs  an  inventory  of  any 
specific  country,  or  countries,  just  write  the  Curator  at  the  regular 
Dallas  address.  Members  outside  the  USA  are  urged  to  help  us  keep  the 
collection  updated  by  sending  us  new  dates  when  they  are  issued. 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Use  of  this  member  notice  page  is  FREE  to  all  NI 

members.  About  the  only  rules  are  that  we  will  not  accept  any  FOR 

SALE  items  and  in  the  months  that  the  page  might  be  over-subscribed 
we  will  give  priority  to  research  type  notices  over  simple  wanted 

notices.  We  urge  you  to  try  using  the  page  if  you  have  not  in  the 

past. 

********** ************************************************************* 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Numismatic  author  disputes  R.  R.  Kutaher's  "largest  offioial  silver  coin 

I don't  know  what  R.  R.  Kutcher  {NI  BULLETIN,  March,  1990,  p.  57)  means 
by  "until  recently".  My  Large  Size  Silver  Coins,  1972,  lists  a 16  taler 
of  1588  Julius,  a 12  taler  1634  of  Friedrich  Ulrich,  a 12  taler  1664  of 
Christian  Ludwig,  a 12  taler  1679  of  Johann  Friedrich,  all  Brunswick 
dukes,  and  a 12  taler  1629  of  H.  R.  E.  Ferdinand  III.  There  are  at 
least  a dozen  other  10  taler  besides  the  one  of  Heinrich  Julius. 

Yours  for  the  facts, 

/s/  John  S.  Davenport 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 
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